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1 react two two GBit wire-service versions of mu Palmer* 3 story oa tlio Ilomptonr-Claric 
citizens eonuaittoe after supper. it is one of tiiose things .,hoxo one is no uorcy to have 
Been right. But it was as predictable as pushing buttons. I was writing COUP, which as cared 
condensed ( . ! ) as Pidu-i-UP, when that was happening. I referred to tiiat CoBtd.3fd.on ao*a 
floci- oi capons w ho tried to crow lino tough cocks but would barely suahon a respectable 
cacrdo. (.One who took the lead and is not mentioned in Palmer's stuff on the wire i3 
Conyers, •*. guess ho was leading as long as there were headlines.) 

52 ^* ** 

At that tino there was no mention of a staff. Great that they fc& one. If the;- tieNo tho 
courage to do a bitzaoro than leak sono of their work, They could print tluit tiling for 

relatively little. I'd bo glad to show them how to save aJu typeset uiiiG coots, if ou know 
aoy ot then and tiiey liavu tlio backbone. 
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The Times story a-iys it got a copy of tho final tlireo- volume draft. Aside from tills 
It says little the wiro version (I presume condensed) doesn't say under Palmer 1 :? nano.-/ 

iill vuraions «Lsi; the obvious inopiratLou, th, thing tiiat was the cea i give-away to 
iat : ore had to tera.-en, first tlio 1 31 raid oiothoso same hoadouorters and t: 

trashing anu robuing and second tiiat nothing of the sort dared be undertaken once the 
civil-nijhts act was passed without tlio at least tacit understand hoover wanted it. 

As a natter of fact, if I correctly remember ny reading of the federal grand- jury 
report, tliero remains a considerable overstatement in the concession that one shot was fired 
oy the oeoiegod. The ..ost tiiat can be said is tiiat one shor might have been fired from 

“ ie loaded with a deer slug, But by whom it was fired and, in fact, if it was 

really fired, was by no means certain. 

^ It has be: n a long time since I read that federal report. 1 .marked it then. I a/, not 
certain tiiat today i'd recognize the purpose of larking it at each and every point, hut 
ii any black v/ritcr ever cots tho ^iptioii to go into tliia and other such cases. I’ll be 

glad to help, 'fhio will not extend to the mailing of single-copies files, like that g.j. 
report and souo olip inga files. 

One of tlio discouragements lias been the refusal of any blacks to interest themselves 

in any otnor tlwn headline and rhetorical ways. By now it is more than obvious that there 

was a helluva book in this and it could have been out Ion; ago. And bhO’JLbx liave been. But 

the situation has almost com., to the point ..here any black thinks he maintains his self- 

respect and disci larges his responsibilities in full if he says, "Whitey did it." That is 
the enu. It answers all. 

• Honor pros: nted so bravely in one of the accounts. I had iy experiences 

with that law school long, long- ago. The local BAACP he&t, a bright young an, was turned 
on uy o.ui first art oi COUP. He returned to Howard to take his law degree. He asked w’lat 
he could uo. I said got some ambers of the faculty to handle some Freedom of Inf oration 
suits i or me on tins stuff. ^ plioiud b;ick to say tiiat none would. Later, after rr-furihg to 

ior_a long time, going back to before the ly 68 election. Bud filed tin; one on tin ^in/- * 
jr material for me.. • - :• ‘ - 

. ]l ' arii 01 ' it ***** Aleindicnst so much in the; news, I'm dejGctf:d by 

tocay 3 101 conr.it tee t-.-stimony, on which I was not consulted ^although 1 have ..very reason 
to prcsuie ay cases were tho subject of the testimony). If the documented, slashing atraclc 

tha ^ ,3hould imd coula haVe botjU was, I can t conceive of not having heard a work of it 
on the radio, to -..liich i listened for two liours while working outside tliis c.a. with a.m. 
testimony, iou know port of what is beyond -.uoation. In the topical context* and ,/ith the forun 
01 a corciittoe, do I have to tell you what kind of news could have bean generated 

1 don't hit 'em all right. I misjudged reaction to tho iiixon busrdng spoocli, alciiou^i 
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I correctly forecast exactly what ho would and would not say. When only the. capon n.;uin 
pretend to cackle.... 
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r i , lie Ih^pton-tflark cane deserved and belongs in a larger context. Vhero were otlier, 
Lar affairs at close to tno anise tine. Jackson, dew Orleans, etc. 


• t • 


1 tliink 1 told you, I tried with Palmer and De&itter and found no interest. Ko 
: single black reporter lias interviewed me on ny ‘in g work. OiJLy one black show lias aired 

me, anti tiiat ior l j minutes. Just touay, more than a year after the book ap > ared and v/hen it 
deau, I finally got a reaction from WIOP-TV in Washington, £or a next-month' s appearance. 
With a crooked published anu a dead bouk tiiat will be real profitable. I'll be out siy 
travel expenses anti can't make anything on it. Jut how tlio hell can I say no? 

xua yway, don't go to trouble on tills. If thu stories as they apj> area in the paper * 

0X0 23010 complete tiian as on the wire, I'd like tlicn for file copies only, on tho chance that 
S* c.t some time either anu established black writer will foci his ball 3 or a yoiny one will 

feel ills blood and I can tlien help better. 

1 sound discouraged, I an and I' n tired, but it n-ver lasts long. 
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